2408 South 37th Street
Temple, Texas 76504
Phone: 254.778.6744
Fax: 254.771.2662
Email: DSHS.HSR7.ZOO@dshs.texas.gov

Region 7 Zoonosis Control Program
Second Quarter, 2018
200 animal rabies investigations were 62 non-negative (“decomposed” or
conducted within the 30 counties of PHR7
by Zoonosis Control staff and local animal
control officers

“destroyed”) animal cases were also investigated by PHR7 Zoonosis Control and
local animal control partners

138 positive laboratory-confirmed ani-

97

mal rabies cases were reported from January 1 to June 30, 2018
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people and animals were exposed
or potentially-exposed to these positive
and non-negative animals

www.texaszoonosis.org

Human Notifiable Zoonoses
Public Health Region 7
Reportable Zoonotic Disease
Cases in Humans*
January 1 – June 30, 2018
Chagas disease, chronic
indeterminate†

1 confirmed

Chikungunya
virus disease†

1 probable

Lyme disease†

2 confirmed, 1 probable

Malaria†

13 confirmed

Murine typhus

1 confirmed, 12 probable

Q fever, acute

2 probable

Spotted fever group
rickettsiosis

4 probable

Undifferentiated Taenia
infection†

1 probable

Zika, disease†

2 confirmed

Triatoma sanguisuga
* DSHS case counts may differ from
those reported by local jurisdictions as
DSHS does not report cases until epidemiologic investigations are complete
† Case counts from these conditions
include travel-associated infections
acquired outside of Texas or outside of
the United States by residents of PHR 7

New Chagas Disease Guide
This recently published guide is a
helpful resource for learning about
Chagas disease and kissing bug
identification, control, and testing.
It can be accessed, along with information on Chagas disease in humans and animals, at the DSHS
website:

Borrelia burgdorferi

http://dshs.texas.gov/idcu/disease/chagas/
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Region 7 Zoonosis News
The Virginia opossum (Didelphis virginiana) is the only marsupial native to the United States and is defined as a “lowrisk” species for rabies concern under Texas Administrative
Code, Chapter 169. Reports of laboratory-confirmed rabid
opossums are very uncommon. In April 2018, an opossum
specimen from Llano County submitted to the DSHS lab was
investigated by PHR7 Zoonosis Control after testing positive
for rabies. This animal had been discovered along a public
roadway where it appeared generally unhealthy, “dazed”,
and was notably ataxic. Luckily, no people or domestic animals were known to have been exposed. As expected, monoclonal antibody testing revealed that the opossum had been infected with the South
Central skunk variant of the rabies virus. Texas historical rabies data indicate this is
the seventh laboratory confirmed rabid opossum out of 4,670 specimens submitted
since 1962. Prior to this Llano County case, the last rabid opossum was reported from
McLennan County in 2007.
For more information on rabies in Texas, including monthly and annual rabies reports and maps of animal rabies
cases, please visit www.Texasrabies.org.

Flea-borne Typhus
Flea-borne typhus, also known as murine typhus, is a bacterial infection that most
commonly occurs when infected flea feces are scratched into the site of the flea bite or
another break in the skin. Fleas are infected when they feed on animals, such as rodents, opossums and cats, that can maintain and transmit the bacteria. Most cases are
reported from spring to early fall.
The best precautions to guard against contracting flea-borne typhus are:
•

Keep yards clean to prevent suitable habitat for rodents,
opossums and stray cats. Remove brush or trash, keep
the grass mowed and keep the firewood off the ground.

•

Do not leave pet food out overnight.

•

Maintain flea control for both your pets and the premises.

•

Use insect repellant when hunting, camping or engaging
in any other outdoor activities.

For more information on flea-borne typhus, including statistics for Texas, please visit https://
www.dshs.texas.gov/idcu/disease/murine_typhus/.
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SAVE THE DATE!
FREE 12 hour Fall Continuing Education Seminar
October 3—4, 2018
Georgetown, Texas
Watch for the announcement later this summer!
Thank You!
PHR7 Zoonosis Control personnel could not have met the time-sensitive investigation
requirements of these cases without the help of animal control officers, local health department partners, veterinarians, peace officers, health care providers and others.
If you know of others in your agency or community who want to know about zoonosis
control events in Central Texas, encourage them to share their contact information. If
there are any changes to current email addresses, please let us know as well.
Contact information can be sent to DSHS.HSR7.ZOO@dshs.texas.gov or you may call
254.771.6784.

Region 7 Zoonosis Control Program Personnel (Temple, TX): Stay in Touch!
Melinda Hergert, DVM, MVPH, PhD

Melinda.Hergert@dshs.texas.gov

254-771-6789

Evan.Kipp@dshs.texas.gov

254-771-6762

Melissa.Maass@dshs.texas.gov

254-771-6749

Jay.Leivdal@dshs.texas.gov

254-771-6784

Zoonosis Control Veterinarian
Evan J. Kipp, MPH
Program Specialist III
Melissa D. Maass, LVT
Program Specialist III
Jay Leivdal
Public Health & Prevention Specialist I
[Note: The rabies data presented in this document were obtained through a passive reporting system and may be
subject to change. The data was based solely on the results of animals submitted for rabies testing. There were
many more animals (particularly wildlife) that died of rabies that were not submitted for rabies testing.]
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