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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
CODE SMTX THINK TANK
June 17, 2015, 6:00 p.m.
City Park Recreation Hall
170 Charles Austin Drive

THINK TANK MEMBERS PRESENT: John David Carson

Sofia Nelson
Diann McCabe
Tom Wassenich
David Singleton
Shawn Dupont
Nancy Nusbaum
Betsy Robertson
Chris Wood

STAFF PRESENT: Kristy Stark, Assistant Director of Planning
& Development Services
Abby Gillfillan, Permit Center Manager
Tory Carpenter, Planner
Will Parrish, Planning Technician

CONSULTIANS VIA CONFERENCE CALL: Brian Wright - TPUDC
Bill Wright - TPUDC

Call To Order

With a quorum present, the Think Tank Meeting was called to order by Chair John David Carson
at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 17, 2015 at the City Park Recreation Hall, San Marcos, Texas.

30-Minute Citizen Comment Period

No one spoke.

Approval of Minutes from May 20, 2015

Sofia Nelson asked that “Paul Curry” be changed to “Paul Murray” in the citizen comment
portion of the minutes.

John David Carson asked that page 2, line 16 be changed to “Consider changing the naming of
“Intensity Category” to “Transect.””

A motion was made by Sofia Nelson, seconded by Betsy Robertson that the May 20, 2015
minutes be approved with the changes listed above. The motion carried
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Presentation and Discussion Long Range Planning Road Map.

Abby Gillfillan gave a presentation on the Long Range Planning Road Map.

John David Carson suggested that Star Park be included with the standard regulating plan
process.

David Singleton stated that cost implications for street cross sections would be helpful when
making decisions.

Sofia Nelson expressed concern that the Planning & Zoning Commission and City Council
Meetings are too close together on the proposed timeline. John David Carson suggested allowing
more time to review the draft code to determine if the timeline is reasonable.

John David Carson also suggested conducting a Planning & Zoning Commission workshop
similar to the City Council workshop.

With several terms being suggested for various aspect of the regulating plan, Chris wood asked
staff to compile a list of the terms that the Think Tank could approved.

Sofia Nelson asked if the Transportation Master Plan is on the same schedule as Code SMTX.
Abby Gillfillan explained that staff will try to review and approve them concurrently. Sofia
Nelson then explained that knowing the location of corridors within the Areas of Stability would
be helpful.

Presentation and Discussion regarding “working” draft of CodeSMTX

Brian and Bill Wright gave a presentation on the CodeSMTX draft.

Diann McCabe asked for the best method to review the draft. Brian Write suggested reviewing
the document by personal preference, e.g. focus on the visual sections for more visual reviewers.
John David Carson suggested using test cases as examples to avoid having to read the entire
code. Abby Gillfillan told the Think Tank not to focus on grammatical errors in the code.

Betsy Robertson and Chris Wood expressed concern regarding a required raised finished floor
elevation for all residential development.

John David Carson asked if the thoroughfare assemblies are connected with transportation
master plan. Abby Gillfillan explained that they are.

Overarching Code Topics

a. Future Agenda Items

Abby Gillfillan suggested puling a few of the existing topics from other agendas to discuss as a
group.
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John David Carson suggested that every meeting alternate between a presentation style meeting
and a work meeting. The Think Tank as a whole agreed.

Next Steps
b. Future Agenda Items
John David asked that Think Tank members send additional future agenda items to staff.

Tom Wassenich said that the City Council is looking at details of the flood and he suggested
discussing floodplain regulations at the Think Tank in the future.

Kristy Stark mentioned that changes may need to be made to reflect flood-prone areas on the
regulating plans.

Sofia Nelson asked to discuss parking and site development requirements.

John David Carson asked to discuss existing and future light industrial uses within the
character districts; a policy for reviewing when public financial districts are appropriate;
zoning intensity translation areas; and a procedure for City projects to be reviewed per the
Land Development Code, e.g. the Downtown CIP project.

Questions from the press and public

There were no questions from the press or public.

Adjourn

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:18
P.M.

John David Carson, Chair David Singleton

Shawn DuPont Diann McCabe

Chris Wood Sofia Nelson, Vice Chair
Nancy Nusbaum Betsy Robertson

Tom Wassenich
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ATTEST:

Tory Carpenter, Planner



