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Region 7 Zoonosis Control Program
Second Quarter, 2017
214 total positive and non-negative ani- 68 non-negative (“decomposed” or
mal rabies laboratory results investigated
within the 30 counties of HSR7 by Zoonosis
Control staff and local animal control officers

“destroyed”) animal cases also investigated by HSR7 Zoonosis Control and local
animal control partners

146

31 people and 177 animals exposed

positive laboratory-confirmed animal rabies cases reported from January 1
to June 30, 2017
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or potentially exposed to these positive
and non-negative animals
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Selected Second Quarter Rabies Case Summaries
Williamson County: On May 2, 2017, a Williamson County
resident witnessed a juvenile black cat being attacked by
his neighbor’s three dogs. While attempting to save the cat
from the dogs, the man’s right hand was bitten by the cat.
Unconcerned about the wound to his hand, the victim returned home. The following day, the man saw the same cat
wandering around his yard. When it noticed him, it turned
and charged, chasing the man inside his home. He proceeded to call animal control to report a “crazy cat from a scary
movie”. Williamson County Animal Control responded and
was able to capture the animal. Rabies testing conducted at
the DSHS lab indicated that it was infected with a skunk variant of the rabies virus. In
interviews with nearby residents, Williamson County Animal Control Officers were able
to identify a second victim who reported being bitten by this same rabid cat on May 1,
2017. This incident occurred when the woman noticed a black cat dragging the carcass
of her pet duck. Angered that it had killed the duck, she used a purse to try and shoo it
away. The cat lunged and latched onto the woman’s leg, biting and scratching her repeatedly across the thigh. Eventually, both exposed individuals received rabies postexposure prophylaxis. The three dogs involved in the altercation with the cat were given rabies booster vaccinations and placed in home confinement.
Coryell County: On the evening of May 26, 2017, a bobcat
was found in the town of Gatesville that had reportedly
chased a person in the area outside a local restaurant. Law
enforcement arrived on the scene and described finding a
crowd of onlookers watching the bobcat. At one point, the
animal began running toward a group of bystanders but
changed course and ended up chasing another individual,
who took shelter inside the restaurant. It clawed at the restaurant’s door, took shelter briefly under a parked car, and
then reportedly ran directly into a glass door at a nearby
hotel. Ultimately, local law enforcement officers were able
to safely euthanize the bobcat and submit its carcass for testing. After testing positive
for rabies, an investigation into the incident found that no known people or animals
were at risk of having been exposed to the virus due to this rabid bobcat.
*** Remember to be aware of any uncharacteristic and/or aggressive behavior in any
of our region’s high risk mammals (bats, skunks, raccoons, foxes, and coyotes) as well
as in other wild carnivore species and stray domestic canines and felines.
For more information on rabies in Texas, including monthly and annual rabies reports
and maps of animal rabies cases, please visit www.Texasrabies.org.
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Rabies in Domestic Animals

The team at Region 7 Zoonosis Control would like to highlight the number of domestic
animal rabies cases reported to date in Central Texas for 2017 and remind our constituents on the importance of rabies awareness within their communities. Ensuring that
pets and livestock animals are currently vaccinated against the virus and promoting rabies community education can lead to the direct prevention of disease spillover into our
dogs, cats, and other domestic mammals.
Other Zoonosis News
Health Service Region 7 Reportable Zoonotic
Disease Cases in Humans*
January 1 – June 30, 2017
Brucellosis

1 probable
Trypanosoma cruzi

Chagas disease,
chronic indeterminate

1 confirmed†; 1 probable†

Chikungunya

1 confirmed†

Dengue

1 confirmed†

Leishmaniasis

3 confirmed†

Malaria

8 confirmed†

Murine typhus

14 probable

Q fever, chronic

2 confirmed

Spotted fever
group rickettsiosis

1 probable

Zika, disease

1 confirmed†

Zika virus

* DSHS case counts may differ from those reported by local jurisdictions as DSHS does not report cases until epidemiologic
investigations are complete
† Denotes travel-associated cases that were acquired by residents of HSR 7 in locations outside of the United States

For more information on individual zoonotic diseases and historical human case data
from across Texas, please visit http://dshs.texas.gov/idcu/health/zoonosis/
disease/Cases/
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Bitten by a Tick or Kissing Bug? Get it Tested!
Did you know that DSHS offers tick and kissing bug testing
for Texas residents? Any tick or triatomine kissing bug that
has bitten a person or has otherwise been implicated in a potential human exposure can be accepted for testing.
Information on submitting ticks for bacterial pathogen
screening through DSHS can be found at http://
dshs.texas.gov/idcu/health/zoonosis/tickBites/
For information on submitting kissing bugs for T. cruzi testing, please visit http://dshs.texas.gov/idcu/health/
zoonosis/Triatominae/
Thank You Region 7!
HSR7 Zoonosis Control personnel could not have met the time-sensitive investigation
requirements of these cases without the help of animal control officers, local health department partners, veterinarians, peace officers, health care providers and others.
[Note: The rabies data presented in this document were obtained through a passive reporting system and may be subject to change. The data was based solely on the results of animals submitted for rabies testing. There were many more animals
(particularly wildlife) that died of rabies that were not submitted for rabies testing.]
If you know of others in your agency or community who want to know about zoonosis
control events in Central Texas, encourage them to share their contact information and
e-mail with us at 254.778.6744, ext. 6784, or DSHS.HSR7.ZOO@dshs.texas.gov.
Note Our New Email Addresses
Along with a new logo, our primary email domain extension is changing. You will notice on our websites, business cards and our signature lines that our primary email address is now @dshs.texas.gov. We ask that you update your contacts and distribution lists now. The old email domain extension will be disabled September 1 st.

Region 7 Zoonosis Control Program Personnel (Temple, TX): Stay in Touch!
Melinda Hergert, DVM, MVPH,
PhD

Zoonosis Control Veterinarian

Melinda.Hergert@dshs.texas.gov

Jason Daniel

Public Health Prevention Specialist I

Jason.Daniel@dshs.texas.gov

Evan J. Kipp, MPH

Program Specialist III

Evan.Kipp@dshs.texas.gov

Melissa D. Maass, LVT

Program Specialist III

Melissa.Maass@dshs.texas.gov

Misty Warner

Program Specialist III

Misty.Warner@dshs.texas.gov
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