
Comprehensive Plans



L’Enfant’s Plan for DC



Burnham’s Plan for Chicago



San Marcos Plan



Comprehensive Planning Today



Planning – Police Power



Legal Authority in Texas

• “A comprehensive plan shall not constitute 
zoning regulations or establish zoning 
district boundaries” § 213.005 

• But - § 211.004 – Zoning must be 
consistent with Comp Plan



What the Comp Plan Does

• States Community’s 
Values

• Guides Capital 
Improvements

• Aides in land use 
decisions (zoning 
cases)

• Guides development 
regulations



What the Comp Plan Doesn’t Do

• Directly regulate land 
use

• Solve all of our 
problems

• Mark the end for 
Citizen participation





From: Comprehensive Planning 
for Small Texas Cities



April
Finalize Vision with 

Community

May-June
Committee 

Education Panel 
Meetings

March 20
Steering 

Committee 
Appointed

Key Plan Dates

April 3
Citizens’ 
Advisory 

Committee 
Appointed

February
Final 

Visioning 
Report

May
Committees and 

P&Z adopt 
Vision

Public Input 
Throughout 

Process

Fall/Winter
Outline Objectives,

Draft Plan,
Present for Adoption

We 
are 

here

June 5
Council adopts 

VisionApril 21
Community 
Visioning 
Workshop

Week of 
September 10th

Land use-transportation 
Design Rodeo

July-August
Committees Draft Goals

August
Speaker’s Bureau

August 29
Chip Exercise


	Comprehensive Plans
	L’Enfant’s Plan for DC
	Burnham’s Plan for Chicago
	San Marcos Plan
	Slide Number 5
	Planning – Police Power
	Legal Authority in Texas
	What the Comp Plan Does
	What the Comp Plan Doesn’t Do
	Slide Number 10
	From: Comprehensive Planning for Small Texas Cities
	Slide Number 12

