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Item No. 411S 
Surface Finishes for Concrete 

411S.1  Description  

This item shall govern the furnishing of all materials and the application by the methods of 
construction indicated on the Drawings for the application of a surface finish to concrete. 
 
This specification is applicable for projects or work involving either inch-pound or SI units.  
Within the text and accompanying tables, the inch-pound units are given preference 
followed by SI units shown within parentheses. 

411S.2 Submittals  

The submittal requirements of this specification item include: 
 

 A. Type and manufacturer of cement(s). 
 

B. Type and manufacturer of membrane curing compound. 
 
C. Type and manufacturer of adhesive grout. 
 
D. Type and manufacturer of resin paint. 
 
E. Samples as requested. 
 
F. Locations of proposed grade/class of finishes. 

411S.3  Materials  

(1)  Masonry Sand 

Masonry sand shall conform to ASTM C 144. 

(2) White Cement 

White cement shall conform to ASTM C 150. 

(3)   Portland Cement 

All cement unless otherwise indicated shall be Portland cement conforming to ASTM 
C 150. 

Portland cement manufactured in a cement kiln fueled by hazardous waste shall be 
considered as an approved product if the production facility is authorized to operate 
under regulation of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) 
and the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Supplier shall provide current 
TNRCC and EPA authorizations to operate the facility. 

 (4)  Membrane Curing 

Membrane curing shall conform to Item No. 409S, "Membrane Curing". 

(5)  Adhesive Grout 
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This subsection sets forth the requirements for three epoxy adhesives with different 
viscosities designed to bond fresh Portland Cement concrete to existing Portland 
Cement concrete, hardened concrete to hardened concrete and steel to fresh or 
hardened concrete.  These adhesives are as follows: 

Type V: Standard (medium viscosity) for applying to horizontal and vertical 
surfaces.  This material is suitable for surface sealing of fine cracks in 
concrete. 

Type VI: Low viscosity for application with spray equipment to horizontal surfaces. 

Type VII:  Paste consistency for overhead application and where a high buildup is 
required.  This material is suitable for surface sealing of cracks in 
concrete, which are veed out prior to sealing, and for grouting of dowel 
bars where clearance is 1/16 inch (1.6 mm) or less. 

(a)  Mixing Ratio: The ratio of resin and hardener components to be mixed together to 
form the finished adhesive shall be either 1 to 1 or 2 to 1 by volume. 

Any specific coloring of resin and/or hardener components desired will be stated 
by the Engineer or designated representative. 

Fillers, pigments and thixotropic agents.  All fillers, pigments and/or thixotropic 
agents in either the epoxy resin or hardener component must be of sufficiently fine 
particle size and dispersed so that no appreciable separation or settling will occur 
during storage. 

Any fillers present in the low viscosity version must be of such a nature that they 
will not interfere with application by spray equipment or abrade or damage such 
equipment. 

The concrete adhesive shall contain no volatile solvents. 

(b)  Consistency: The adhesives shall comply with the following: 

 Type V Type VI Type VII 

Viscosity of mixed adhesive 
77°  1°F, (25°  -17°C) 
Poises 

400 
Maximum

 

150 
Maximum

must be sufficiently fluid to 
apply by trowel or spatula 
without difficulty 

Pot Life at 77°F (25°C), minutes minimum - 30 

Set Time at 77°F (25°C) (Time required to attain 180 psi (1.3 mPa), hours 
maximum - 12 

 
Thixotropy test shall be performed at both 77° and 120° F (25° and 49° C).  
Average thickness of cured adhesive remaining on test panel, mils minimum. 

 
Type V Type VII 

30 45 
 

Samples of the individual components in sealed containers shall be maintained at 
115° + 3° F (46° + -16° C) for 2 weeks.  The mixed adhesive prepared from these 
samples must still comply with the minimum thixotropy requirements. 
 
The viscosity of the Type V and Type VI versions must not show an increase of 
more than 20 percent compared with the viscosity prior to the stability test.  The 
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Type VII adhesive must still be sufficiently fluid to apply by trowel or spatula 
without difficulty. 

 
(c)  Physical Properties of the Cured Adhesive 

 
Property Requirements

Adhesive Shear Strength, psi, (mPa),  minimum 2200 (15) 

Water Gain, percent by weight, maximum 0.20 
Ability to bond fresh Portland cement concrete to cured 
Portland cement concrete psi, (mPa),  minimum (7 days cure 
time) 

400 (2.8) 

(6)  Synthetic Resin Paint 
 

Type X Epoxy: This is a high solids epoxy coating designed for application by brush or 
roller.  The materials can also be applied by airless spray by addition of 
a maximum of 5 percent toluene solvent at the direction of the 
Engineer or designated representative. 

Raw Materials: The basic raw materials to be incorporated into this coating are listed 
below, along with the specific requirements for each material.  The 
final decision as to the quality of materials shall be made by the 
Engineer or designated representative.  After the Engineer or 
designated representative has approved the brand names of raw 
materials proposed by the Contractor, no substitution will be allowed 
during the manufacture without prior approval of the Engineer or 
designated representative. 

Epoxy Resin:  The basic epoxy resin used in the formulation shall be an unmodified 
liquid resin conforming to the following chemical and physical 
requirements: 

 
Viscosity at 25.0 + 0.1 C, cps 7,000 to 10,000 

Weight per epoxy equivalent, gms per gm - mole 175 to 195 

Color (Gardner Number), maximum 5 

Hydrolyzable chlorine, maximum % by weight 0.2 

Specific gravity, 25/25 degrees 1.14.  to 1.18 
 

Test methods to be used in determining these qualities are listed below: 

(a)  Viscosity - Test for Kinematic Viscosity (ASTM Designation: D 445). 
(b)  Weight per Epoxy Equivalent - Test for Epoxy Content of Epoxy Resins (ASTM 

Designation: D 1652). 
(c) Color - Test for Color of Transparent Liquids (Gardner Color Scale) (ASTM 

Designation: D 1544). 
(d)  Hydrolyzable Chlorine - Test for Hydrolyzable Chlorine Content of Liquid Epoxy 

Resins (ASTM Designation D: 1726). 
(e) Specific Gravity - Method of Test for Density of Paint, Varnish, Lacquer and 

Related Products (ASTM Designation: D 1475). 
 

Pigment 
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Titanium Dioxide: The titanium dioxide used in this formulation shall be equivalent to 

DuPont R-900.  This shall be a pure, chalk-resistant, rutile 
titanium dioxide meeting the requirements of ASTM D 476, Type 
III. 

 
Extender: The extender used in this formulation shall be Nyad 400, manufactured by 

Interpace Pigments.  Specific requirements are as follows: 
 

Particle size distribution Minimum Maximum 

Minus 20 microns, percent by weight 95  

Minus 10 microns, percent by weight 70 80 

Minus 5 microns, percent by weight 40 50 

Minus 3 microns, percent by weight 30 40 

Minus 1 micron, percent by weight 14 20 

Oil Absorption (rub out, lbs/100 lbs)  25 maximum

Brightness (G.E.) 92.5 minimum  

411S.4 Grade of Finish 

(1)  General 

 The grade and/or class of finish shall be as described herein and as indicated. 

 "Grade" of finish designates the areas to which a higher finish is to be applied 
beyond the requirements of an Ordinary Surface Finish.  Four grades of finish are 
included herein. 

 "Class" of finish designates the materials or the process to be used in providing the 
grade of finish.  Three classes of finish are included herein. 

For structures and surfaces not described herein under grade of finish, a class of 
finish only may be indicated.  Where neither a grade nor class is specified, an 
Ordinary Surface Finish only will be required as specified in Item No. 410S, 
"Concrete Structures". 

 Where the plans specify a grade and class of finish, i.e., Grade II, Class C, only that 
type of finish shall be furnished. 

 Where the plans specify a grade of finish only, i.e., Grade I Finish, any of the classes 
of finish may be furnished.  Only one class of finish shall be furnished on any 
individual structure, twin structures or on structures in close proximity to each other, 
except as specified for prestressed concrete members below. 

(2)  Grade I  

The following areas shall receive a Class A, B or C (two rub) Finish, except that 
prestressed members shall receive either a Class A or B Finish only. 

All concrete surfaces of railing, including the parapet types; exterior vertical faces of 
slabs, slab spans, arches and box girders; the outside and bottom surfaces of fascia 
beams or girders (including prestressed members); the underside of overhanging 
slabs to the point of juncture of the supporting beam; all exposed vertical surfaces of 
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bents and piers and bottom surfaces of bent caps; all exposed surfaces of tie beams, 
abutments, bridge wingwalls, culvert headwalls and wingwalls and retaining walls 
exposed to view after all backfill and is placed. 

Unless otherwise indicated, the underside of the slab of slab spans shall be finished 
its entire width. 

Unless otherwise indicated, exposed surfaces of pump houses and other 
miscellaneous concrete surfaces shall receive a Class A, B or C (one rub) Finish. 

(3)  Grade II  
 
All concrete surfaces of railing, including the parapet types, all exposed surfaces of 
bridge wingwalls and the exterior vertical faces of slabs and slab spans shall receive 
a Class A, B or C (two rub) Finish.  All other surfaces described under Grade I Finish 
shall receive a Class A or B finish only.  The underside of slab spans shall receive an 
Ordinary Surface Finish only. 

(4)  Grade III  

All concrete surfaces of railing, including the parapet types, all exposed surfaces of 
bridge wingwalls and the exterior vertical faces of slabs shall receive a Class A, B or 
C (two rub) Finish.  All other surfaces described under Grade I Finish shall receive an 
Ordinary Surface Finish. 

(5)  Grade IV  

The top and roadway faces only of all concrete railing, including the parapet types and 
bridge wingwalls shall receive a Class A, B or C (one rub) Finish.  All other surfaces 
described under Grade I shall receive an Ordinary Surface Finish. 

411S.5  Class of Finish  

The Class of Finish designates either an adhesive grout material, a paint-type material or 
a rubbing process applied to surfaces specified in "Grade of Finish", as required above 
and/or as indicated. 
 
Unless otherwise indicated the color shall be concrete gray. 

 
(1)  Class A  
 

This finish shall consist of an adhesive grout textured coating with a minimum 1/16 
inch thickness, composed of 1 part white cement, 1 part natural (gray) cement, 2 
parts masonry sand, 1 part (latex) emulsion and enough water to form a viscous 
slurry of a consistency that may be applied by spray gun, brush or roller without 
appreciable running or sagging.  The proportions of white and gray cement may be 
varied slightly to obtain the desired color. 

Gradation of the masonry sand shall be as required to produce a texture satisfactory 
to the Engineer or designated representative. 

Prepackaged materials meeting these requirements and acceptable to the Engineer 
or designated representative as to color, texture and appearance will be permitted. 

(2)  Class B  
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The finish shall be a paint-type material, consisting of a synthetic resin, containing 
fibrous as well as texturing pigments, which when applied by a 1 coat spray 
application at the rate of 45 + 5 square feet per gallon (15.9 + 1.9 square meters per 
liter) will yield an acceptable textured coating.  Certification by the manufacturer of 
the above materials will be required. 

(3)  Class C  

This finish shall consist of a one rub or two rub system, as the case may be, meeting 
the requirements set forth below under "Construction Methods". 

411S.6  Approval of Surface Finishing Materials  

The material to be furnished shall meet the requirements of TxDoT Specification DMS-
8110, Structural Coatings, latest revision. 
 

 In addition to the above, the manufacturer shall furnish the following: 
 

(1) At the time of original request for approval of the surface furnishing material, the 
manufacturer shall supply a 1-gallon (3.8 L) sample of the material to the Engineer or 
designated representative, if requested. 

(2) Each 6 months after approval of the material, the manufacturer shall furnish a 
notarized certification indicating that the material originally approved has not been 
changed or altered in any way.  Any change in formulation of a surface finish shall 
require retesting prior to use. 

The Engineer or designated representative may request additional information to be 
submitted such as infrared spectophotometry scan, solids content, etc., for further 
identification.  A change in formula discovered by any of the tests prescribed herein or by 
other means and not reported and retested, may be cause to permanently bar the 
manufacturer from furnishing surface finish materials for City work. 

The City reserves the right to perform any or all of the tests required by this specification as 
a check on the tests reported by the manufacturer.  In case of any variance the City tests 
will govern. 

411S.7  Construction Methods  

Prior to application of any of the finishes required herein, concrete surfaces shall be given 
an Ordinary Surface Finish.  For Class A and B materials, concrete surfaces shall be clean 
and free of dirt, grease, curing compound or any other bond breaking substance.  Class A 
shall be applied on moistened surfaces but Class B requires a dry surface.  The 
temperature of the atmosphere, concrete and compound shall be above 50°F (10°C) for 
Classes A and B at the time of application.  The finished surfaces shall be protected 
against rain or freezing for a period of 24 hours after application. 

Class A materials shall be applied by spraying, by roller or by brush.  Class B materials 
shall be applied by spraying only.  All applications shall provide an acceptable texture of the 
proper coverage. 

The Class A and B material shall be applied after all preparation work required by Ordinary 
Surface Finish has been completed. 
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The Class C Finish shall be performed with a carborundum stone as follows, after all 
preparatory work required by Ordinary Surface Finish has been completed: 

For a two-rub system, the first rubbing shall bring the wetted concrete face to a paste and 
produce a smooth dense surface without pits, form marks or other irregularities.  The use of 
cement or grout to form the paste will not be permitted.  Striping with a brush and washing 
after the first rubbing will not be required.  Chamfer lines shall be finished during the 
second rubbing. 

The first rubbing shall be done soon after form removal.  Membrane curing, if used, shall be 
applied after the first rub is complete.  Prior to the second rubbing, any remaining curing 
membrane shall be removed from the surface by brushing, buffing or other satisfactory 
methods. 

The second rubbing shall be performed when conditioning the structure for final 
acceptance.  The specified surfaces shall be cleaned of drip marks and discolorations and 
given a final rubbing.  The surface shall be striped neatly with a brush and the paste 
allowed to take a reset, after which the surfaces shall be washed with clean water leaving 
them with a neat and uniform appearance and texture. 

For a one rub system, the rubbing requirements shall be the same as for the first rub 
above, except chamfer lines shall be finished and the paste spread uniformly, striped with a 
brush and allowed to take a reset after which the surfaces shall be washed with clean water 
leaving them with a neat and uniform appearance and texture. 

411S.8  Special Surfaces Finishes  

(1)  General  

 When special surface finishes are required for retaining walls, panels, copings or 
similar construction, the Contractor shall prepare sample panels for approval of the 
finish and the method of application.  Unless otherwise indicated, panel or pattern 
arrangement and dimensions may be varied to achieve a more pleasing appearance 
or to utilize forming material more efficiently when approved by the Engineer or 
designated representative.  Aggregates, materials, variation of panel or pattern 
arrangement, dimensions and other features affecting the work shall be approved 
prior to start of the work. 

(2)  Striated Finish  
 
 The striated (grooved) pattern shall be as indicated or as approved by the Engineer or 

designated representative. 

The finish shall be made by lining the forms with striated sheets of plywood, plastic, 
fiberglass, metal or other material acceptable to the Engineer or designated 
representative.  The striations on the panels shall be of a smooth, wide pattern, not 
sharp or angular. 

A chamfer groove shall be used along all edges of each panel.  All ties, bolts or other 
forming accessories shall be located along the chamfer grooves or panel edges. 

(3)  Exposed Aggregate Finish  

(a)  Structural Concrete 
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Exposed aggregate panels may be either raised, recessed or as indicated with the 
sides of each panel chamfered as directed by the Engineer or designated 
representative. 

The aggregate used for this finish shall be approved by the Engineer or 
designated representative.  Unless otherwise indicated, aggregate shall conform 
to the grading requirements of Grade 2 aggregate except that a minimum of 50 
percent shall be retained on the ¾-inch (19 mm)  sieve.  Gravel of predominately 
rounded particles shall be used, except that when indicated or approved by the 
Engineer or designated representative in writing, crushed stone may be used.  
The aggregate shall be large enough to remain firmly anchored in the face of the 
final product.  The depth shall be 1/4-inch (6.4 mm) minimum to 1/2-inch (12.7 
mm), unless otherwise indicated or directed by the Engineer or designated 
representative. 

A surface retarder that penetrates the concrete approximately 1/4 inch (6.4 mm) 
shall be applied to the forms or concrete surface as an aid in achieving the 
desired finish.  Wood forms may require 2 or 3 coatings to compensate for 
absorption.  Form joints shall be taped or caulked to prevent escape of the 
retarder during placing operations. 

Treated form surfaces shall be protected from sun and rain while exposed to the 
atmosphere.  In case of high humidity or if rain has dampened the forms prior to 
placing concrete, a reapplication of the surface retarder may be required to 
provide uniform coverage of the retarder on the forms. 

Adjacent areas of fresh concrete not requiring exposed aggregate finish shall be 
protected when the retarder is applied. 

The finish shall be obtained by sandblasting, bush hammering, water blasting or 
other methods, as approved by the Engineer or designated representative.  
Horizontal surfaces may be finished by a combination of brushing and washing, 
but only after the concrete has set sufficiently to prevent loosening of the 
aggregate. 

Unless otherwise directed by the Engineer or designated representative, forms for 
surface requiring exposed aggregate finish shall be removed 12 to 15 hours after 
concrete placement.  The exposed aggregate operation shall be accomplished 
immediately after form removal.  Except for the time required for obtaining the 
exposed aggregate finish, curing of all surfaces shall be maintained for the 
minimum 4 day curing time.  All surfaces shall be either water cured or may be 
cured with an approved clean membrane compound.  If water curing is used, it 
shall be followed by a clear membrane curing compound conforming to Item No. 
409S, "Membrane Curing". 

Care shall be taken to ensure proper vibration at all points of concrete placement 
to prevent honeycomb or segregation of the materials.  Vibration shall be done in 
such a manner as to provide adequate penetration of previously placed concrete 
lifts.  Care shall be taken to prevent contact of the vibrator with the face form. 

(b)  Sidewalks  
 

When exposed aggregate surfaces are required for sidewalks, driveways and/or 
medians, the coarse aggregate shall consist of particles with at least 40 percent 
crushed faces.  Uncrushed gravel, polished aggregates and clear resilient 
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coatings are not acceptable.  Grade 5 coarse aggregates shall be used for 
exposed aggregate finishes for sidewalks, driveways and/or medians. 

411S.9  Measurement and Payment  

No direct measurement or payment will be made for the work to be done, the 
equipment or materials to be furnished under this item, but shall be included in the 
unit price bid for the item of construction in which this item is used. 
 
End 
 

SPECIFIC Cross Reference Materials 
Standard Specification Item No. 411S, " Surface Finishes for Concrete” 

  
City of Austin Standard Specification Items 

Designation  Description 
  Item No. 410S   Concrete Structures 

  Texas Department of Transportation: Manual of Testing Procedures 

  Designation Description 
  DMS-8110  Coatings for Concrete 

American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) 
Designation               Description 

 C 144              Aggregate for Masonry Mortar 
 C 150              Portland Cement 
 D 445   Kinematic Viscosity of Transparent and Opaque Liquids 
 D 476   Standard Classification for Dry Pigmentary Titanium Dioxide   
    Products 
 D 1475   Standard Test Method for Density of Liquid Coatings, Inks and   
   Related Products 
 D 1544   Standard Test Method for Color of Transparent Liquids (Gardner   
   Color Scale) 
           D 1652   Standard Test Method for Epoxy Content of Epoxy Resins 
           D 1726   Standard Test Method for Hydrolyzable Chloride Content  of Liquid  
   Epoxy Resins 
 

RELATED CROSS REFERENCE MATERIALS 
Specification Item No. 411S, " Surface Finishes for Concrete” 

 
 City of Austin Standard Specification Items 
Designation  Description 
Item No. 403S Concrete for Structures 
Item No. 410S    Concrete Structures 

  Item No. 411S Surface Finished for Concrete 
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